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R.  Gaiirth  Hansen  is  Distinguished  Provost  Emeritus  and 
Distinguished  Professor  Emeritus  of  Nutrition  and  Food  Sciences  and 
Biochemistry  at  Utah  State  University. 

Dr.  Hansen  is  internationally  known  for  his  many  contribu- 
tions in  evaluating  the  nutritional  quality  of  foods.  His  nutrient 
density  concept,  which  bases  nutrient  values  on  1,000  calories  instead 
of  100  grams,  expresses  the  relative  value  of  foods  in  a  way  consumers 
can  understand  and  has  been  widely  adopted.  The  concept  has 
become  the  subject  of  a  book,  a  nutrition  education  curriculum  for 
elementary  school  students,  and  continuing  education  materials  for  the 
American  Dietetic  Association. 

Dr.  Hansen  has  been  a  strong  proponent  of  nutrition  education 
throughout  his  career.  As  chairman  of  the  biochemistry  department  at 
Michigan  State  University  from  1957  to  1968,  he  built  a  first-rate 
program  in  nutritional  biochemistry,  including  a  new  facility. 

He  has  chaired  and  served  on  scientific  advisory  boards  for  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Public  Health  Service,  Agency  for 
International  Development,  Department  of  Defense,  the  National 
Research  Council,  the  National  Livestock  and  Meat  Board,  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Baking,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  In 
1977,  he  led  a  task  force  to  evaluate  the  U.S.  Senate  report,  "Dietary 
Goals  for  the  United  States." 

His  interest  in  improving  human  nutrition  has  also  spanned 
the  globe.  As  a  consultant  to  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  in  the 
1950's  and  60' s.  Dr.  Hansen  helped  establish  laboratories  and  review 
the  health  and  nutrition  status  of  developing  countries  on  three 
continents.  In  the  1980's,  he  was  a  primary  organizer  of  the  Interna- 
tional Network  of  Food  Data  Systems,  or  INFOODS. 

His  many  honors  include  the  Conrad  A.  Elvehjem  Award  for 
Public  Service  in  Nutrition  (1988)  and  the  Borden  Award  (1968)  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Nutrition.  He  also  received  the  Gerald  R. 
Sherratt  Special  Recognition  Award  (1984)  and  the  Robins  Award 
(1976)  from  Utah  State,  an  honorary  D.Sc.  (1982)  from  Southern  Utah 
State  University,  and  the  University  of  Michigan's  Sesquicentennial 
Award  (1967). 


The  W.O.  Atwater  Memorial  Lectureship  was  established  in  1968 
by  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  to  honor  the  memory  of  a 
great  scientist  and  to  recognize  scientists  who  have  made  unique 
contributions  toward  improving  the  diets  of  people  around  the 
globe. 

Wilber  Olin  Atwater  (1844-1907)  was  the  foremost  pioneer  in 
nutrition  research  and  education  in  the  United  States,  and  he  was 
USDA's  first  chief  of  nutrition  investigations.  He  is  generally 
considered  the  father  of  modem  human  nutrition  in  this  country 
because  of  his  early  research  on  nutrients,  proteins,  and  food 
composition. 

The  Agricultxiral  Research  Service,  the  principal  scientific  research 
agency  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  helps  provide 
knowledge  and  technology  for  the  benefit  of  American  farmers  and 
consumers.  The  research  includes  promoting  optimum  human 
health  and  well-being  through  improved  nutrition  and  family 
resource  management. 

The  Institute  of  Food  Technologists  is  a  professional  scientific 
society  devoted  to  improving  the  world's  foods  through  the  discov- 
ery of  new  knowledge  and  the  appHcation  of  existing  knowledge. 
Its  25,000  members  are  active  in  academic,  industrial,  and  govern- 
ment organizations. 
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